
87 
01-27-2014 minutes 

POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 27, 2014 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was  
held on Thursday, January 27, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the Cafeteria of the Pottstown High School with 
President Mrs. Judyth L. Zahora presiding.  Upon roll call, the following members were present:   
Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, Mr. Andrew Kefer, Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell, Mrs. Polly Weand, Mr. Dennis 
Wausnock, and Mr. Ron Williams. Absent were Mrs. Amy Bathurst Francis and Mr. Thomas Hylton.  
Also present were Superintendent, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Board Secretary, Mrs. Linda S. Adams; 
Director of Human Resources, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, Mrs. Danielle 
McCoy, Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mrs. Calista Boyer, Dr. Jeffrey Hartmann, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. 
John Armato, a member of the press, and interested citizens. 
 
 
AWARDS 
 
School Board Recognition 
Dr. Sparagana presented certificates to all Board members in recognition of their service and 
dedication to the Pottstown School District. 
 
Mr. Hylton entered the meeting at 7:34 pm  
 
Certificate of Appreciation: Aram Ecker 
Dr. Sparagana presented a certificate of appreciation to Mr. Ecker on behalf of the district, School 
Board and administration, for worked performed at the high school during the winter break.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mrs. Zahora thanked the Federation of Pottstown Teachers for the invitation and opportunity to  
participate in the leadership conference held in New York City.    The conference was beneficial 
to learning how to collaborate with students, staff and administration.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Elementary Renovation Project Update 
 
No report. 
 
Foundation for Pottstown Education Update 
 
Dr. Forrest presented coffee mugs to all Board Members in appreciation for their service.  She 
handed out a news letter to all Board Members which included an outline of the Foundation’s funding 
initiatives, an update on the STEM partnership grant, donations from businesses, organizations and 
individuals.  The news letter also provided an update on creating an Alumni Gallery located in the 
senior high school.  
 
Dr. Forrest talked about the early college program being offered to junior high school students  
giving them the opportunity to earn an Associated Degree at the Montgomery County Community 



88 
01-27-2014 minutes 

College.  She explained the student application process and was pleased to report that the Foundation 
will be paying the entire tuition for two students.   
 
Mrs. McCoy spoke about the program and shared her enthusiasm about the opportunities available to 
the students.  Several students were in attendance at tonight’s meeting and introduced themselves to 
the Board.  Master Austin Mohr thanked the Board and Foundation for the opportunity to participate 
in the program.   
 
Mr. Hylton asked Dr. Forrest for a one page memo on the college program.   
 
Mrs. Francis entered the meeting at 7:48 pm.  
 
MINUTES 
 

Mrs. Adams presented the minutes from the December 19, 2013 Regular meeting for Board approval.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Williams that the minutes be approved as 
presented.    
 
All members present voted aye.  Ayes:  Nine.   Nays:  None.   Motion carried. 
 
LIST OF BILLS  
 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the list of bills be approved as 
presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2013-2014-061. 
 
All members present voted aye.  Ayes:  Nine.   Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
  
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

It was moved by Mrs. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Wausnock that the Treasurer’s Report for 
December 2013 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum  
#2013-2014-062. 
 
All members present voted aye.  Ayes:  Nine.   Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
  
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 

None. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Mr. Rodriguez reviewed the personnel items, professional leaves and field trips as presented for 
Board approval. 
 
Mrs. Adams reviewed the contracts, elementary renovations change orders, as presented for Board 
approval.      
 
CONSENT 
 

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the following consent items be 
approved in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools: 
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Mr. Hylton requested that all future Elections be presented at the Personnel Committee meetings  
to be placed on the Committee of Whole Board Agenda for discussion prior to a voting meeting. 
He does not support ratifying elections.   
 
Resignations/Terminations 
 
Professional  
 
Modify Brenda DiDonato, Special Education Teacher, Franklin Elementary, resignation from 
effective January 31, 2014 to January 14, 2014.   
 
Exempt 
 
Amy Piskai, Psychologist, Administration Building, resignation effective January 23, 2014, 
employed since June 1, 2009.  
 
Classified 
 
Sheridan KayWalt, Temporary Part-time Housekeeper, resignation effective December 20, 2013, 
employed since December 3, 2013. 
 
Ratify Maryann E. Bodtke, Part-time Cafeteria Worker, Pottstown High School, resignation effective 
January 24, 2014, employed since April 15, 2010.    
 
Ratify Dara Kurtz, Lunch Proctor/Playground Aide, Rupert Elementary, resignation effective 
September 21, 2013, employed since September 6, 2007.  
 
Ratify Brigid Benfield, Student Intern, Administration Bldg., resignation effective January 10, 2014, 
employed since August 15, 2013.   
 
Leaves 
 
Professional 
 
Ratify Marilyn Bainbridge, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown High School, request for leave of absence 
covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective January 9, 2014, end date to be determined. 
 
Jennifer Groff, Elementary Teacher, Lincoln Elementary, request for Health Restoration Sabbatical, 
effective January 29, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Classified 
 
Ratify Danny Youse, Custodian, request for leave of absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, 
effective January 17, 2014, end date tbd.  
 
Ratify Diana Vargo, Part-time Lunch Aide, Rupert Elementary, request for leave of absence, 
effective December 11, 2013, end date tbd.  
 
Ratify A.Christy Clouser, Part-time Housekeeper, Lincoln Elementary, request for leave of absence, 
effective December 17, 2013, end date tbd. 
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Ratify Brian Mower, Groundsman, request for intermittent leave of absence covered by Family 
Medical Leave Act, effective January 8, 2014, end date tbd.  
 
Correction to Leave 

 
Classified 
 
Ratify Mary Trate, Library Assistant, Franklin Elementary, request for leave of absence covered by 
Family Medical Leave Act, effective November 25, 2013, end date tbd.  (End date was incorrectly 
listed and approved on the December 19, 2013 Board Agenda).    
  
Change in Position and/or Salary: 
 
Classified 

 
Ratify Jonathan Curtis from Temporary Classroom Assistant to Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High 
School, effective December 11, 2013, $13.65/hr (replacing Melvenna Santiago).   

 
Correction to Change in Position and/or Salary 
 
Classified 
 

  Ratify Ray Golden from Custodian 1 to Custodian 2, initial assignment to be Franklin elementary, 
effective September 1, 2013, $17.19/hr. (Hourly rate was incorrectly listed and approved on the 
November 21, 2013 Board Agenda) 

 
Ratify Sandra Jeter from Substitute Van Driver to Part-time Van Assistant, Transportation, effective 
November 26, 2013, 4 hrs./day, $11.92/hr. (Hourly rate was incorrectly listed and approved on the 
December 19, 2013 Board Agenda).  
 
Elections 
 
Professional 
 
 

Ratify Margaret Taraboletti, Long Term Substitute Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, effective 
January 21, 2014, $194/day, end date to be the end of the 2013-2014 school year (replacing Olger 
Duran).  
 
Ratify Bridget Baldwin, Special Education Teacher, initial assignment to be Franklin Elementary, 
effective January 14, 2014, $44,168/yr., B,Step A (replacing Brenda DiDonato).  
 
Ratify Nickolas Mitchell, Secondary Teacher, initial assignment to be Pottstown Middle School, 
effective November 27, 2013, $44,397/yr, Step A, B+15 (replaces Jennifer Wiand).  
 
Exempt 
 
Ratify Lauren Crean, Psychologist, initial assignment to be Rupert  Elementary, effective January 23, 
2014, $55,832/yr.  
 
Classified 
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Ratify Sheridan Kay Walt, Substitute Van Aide, Transportation, effective December 23, 2013, 
$11.92/hr.  She will also assume the role of Substitute Breakfast Aide, $13.01/hr., Substitute Lunch 
Proctor, $11.74/hr. and Substitute Clerk, $14.05, effective December 23, 2013. 
 
Margaret Fazzolari, Part-time Housekeeper, initial assignment Rupert Elementary, effective January 
23, 2014, $11.92/hr, 4 hrs/day.  
 
2013-2014 Co-Curricular Assignments: Spring Sports 

 

BLDG PROFESSIONAL AGREEMENT  CATEGORY EMPLOYEE LEVEL  STIPEND  

HS Baseball - Asst. Coach Jacob Bean 3  $     3,282.00 

HS Baseball  - Asst. Coach Geoffrey Thomas 2  $     2,889.00 

HS Baseball  - Head Coach Jeff Evans 4  $     4,933.00 

HS Lacrosse - Asst. Coach Brandy McPherson  3  $     3,282.00 

HS Lacrosse - Head Coach Andrew  Bachman 5  $     5,167.00 

HS Softball - Asst. Coach Elisabeth Yoder 2  $     2,889.00 

HS Softball - Head Coach Dorothy McCrone 2  $     4,041.00 

HS Strength & Conditioning  (1/2)-1st Sem. Desiree Gaunt No Level  $     1,047.50 

HS Tennis/Boys - Head Coach Ricardo Saad 2  $     2,818.00 

HS Track - Asst. Coach Mark Agnew 4  $     3,447.00 

HS Track - Asst. Coach Art Knight 3  $     3,282.00 

HS Track/Boys - Head Coach Mary Ann Hill 5  $     5,167.00 

HS Track/Girls - Head Coach James Wiggins 3  $     4,697.00 

MS Baseball - Asst. Coach Carl Sundstrom 5  $     2,165.00 

MS Baseball - Head Coach Matt O'Blosser 2  $     2,421.00 

MS Lacrosse - Asst. Coach Katie Minger 3  $     1,968.00 

MS Lacrosse - Head Coach Isetta Hewlett 5  $     3,176.00 

MS Track - Asst. Coach Stefanie George 4  $     2,066.00 

MS Track/Boys - Head Coach Stanley Walerski 3  $     2,889.00 

MS/HS Event Supervisor/Game Worker Matthew Blute     $     1,000.00 

MS/HS Event Supervisor/Game Worker Steve Anspach      $     1,000.00 
 
Homebound Instruction, $29/hour  

 

Ratify Dennis Arms, Pottstown High School, from November 20, 2013 to the end of the 2013-2014 
school year, assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week.  
 
Ratify Nicola Alutius and Brad Mayberry, Barth Elementary, effective November 20, 2013, six week 
assignment not to exceed combined total of 5 hours per week.   
   
Additional 2013-2014 Mentor Assignment(s) 
 
Bldg Mentor Inductee Salary 
Franklin Julie Boettcher Bridget Baldwin $523.50
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Tuition Reimbursement 
 

Act 93 
 

Name Building  Amount 

William Jeffreys Admin 1,488.00 
Diane Meck Admin.  1,233.00 

 

Professional  
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
 
 

 
 

 

Support Staff 
 

Name Building  Amount 
Pauline Herrett PHS 1,945.00 
Mindy MacRone-Wojton Lincoln 350.40 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVES 

 
POLICIES  
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following policies as presented and copies be 
filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2013-2014-063. 
 

1.  Policy 236: Student Assistance Program 6.   Policy 802: School Organization  
2.  Policy 249: Bullying/Cyberbulling 7.   Policy 804: School Day 
3.  Policy 620: Fund Balance   8.   Policy 807: Opening Exercises/Flag Displays 
4.  Policy 704: Maintenance   9.   Policy 808: Food Services 
5.  Policy 705: Safety               10. Policy 814: Copyright Material 
                                                                       11.  Policy 908: Relations with Parents/Guardians 

Name School 
12/31/13 
deadline 

Evelyne Blair-Miller Franklin 1,785.00 
Melissa DiBlasi PHS 2,835.00 
Diana Dotterer Rupert 900.00 
Jennifer Groff Lincoln 1,530.00 
Kevin Pascal PHS 1,020.00 
Diane Shoffstall PHS 1,614.00 
Lisa Whitehurst PMS 3,000.00 
Laura Wise PHS 870.00 

Bldg. Name Conference Title Conference 
Location 

Dates to Attend Cost 
 

Admin Mary Rieck Pre-K Counts 
Statewide Grantee 
Meeting 

Altoona, PA 05/20/2014-
05/21/2014 

402.00 Approx. Cost paid 
by PA Pre-K Counts Grant 

PHS Danielle McCoy Beyond School Hours 
Conference 

Atlanta, GA 02/12/2014-
02/15/2014 

1,766.00 Approx. Cost 
paid by 21st Century Grant 

Admin Sue Yocom 2014 Promising 
Practices-Proven 
Strategies Conference 

Harrisburg, 
PA 

03/12/2014-
03/14/2014 

670.00 Approx Cost paid 
by 21st Century Grant 

Admin LaTanya White NSBA’s 74th Annual  
Conference 

New 
Orleans 

04/04/2014-
04/05/2014 

Cost paid by Dept. 
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CONTRACTS  
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following contract as presented and a copy 
be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2013-2014-064. 

 
1.  MOU:  University of Pennsylvania 
 
REVISED 2013-2014 SCHOOL CALENDER  
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the revised 2013-2014 School Calendar 
as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2013-2014-065. 
 
403(B) THIRD PARTY PROVIDER 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve Fidelity Investments as an approved district 
investment provider for 403(B) TSA Program 
 
REAL ESTATE TAX EXONERATION 2013   
 

The Superintendent recommends the following Resolution be adopted by the Board: 
 

 WHEREAS, Linda S. Adams, Substitute Tax Collector for the Pottstown School District, 
 has submitted a list of properties liened for school taxes amounting to $1,708,683.65 plus penalties  
of $ 171,796.48 totaling $1,880,480.13 for the original 2013 Real Estate Tax Duplicate.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Substitute Tax Collector be and is hereby 
exonerated of and from said tax liability for the collection thereof, but no exoneration for the 
respected taxables is intended or affected by this action. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Substitute Tax Collector file the required reports and 
information with Portnoff and Associates so that the liens against these properties be properly 
reported. 

 
HIGH STREET HAZARDOUS ROADWAY DETERMINATION – Mr. Kalis  
 

Motion to authorize the administration to take the steps necessary to request the Pennsylvania  
Department of Transportation to evaluate High Street for the purpose of determining whether 
or not it can be de-classified as a hazardous roadway.   
 
RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SENATE BILL 1085 CHARTER SCHOOL REFORM  
 

Motion to approve the resolution of the Pottstown School District’s opposition to Senate Bill 1085 
Charter School Reform as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum 
#2013-2014-066. 
 
 
Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye for the above mentioned consent items.   
Ayes:  Nine.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
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NON-CONSENT 
 

POLICY 200:  ENROLLMENT OF STUDENTS 
 

The Policy Committee is recommending the Board approve Policy 200: Enrollment of Students 
as presented. 
 
Mr. Rodriguez explained that this policy is needed to meet PDE audit requirements for Pupil  
Services.  The policy language is aligned with PDE guidelines.  The district does not currently 
have a policy in place to meet the requirements.   
 
Mr. Williams had sent copies to all Board Members prior to this meeting for their review. 
Any questions can be addressed at this time. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Wausnock that the Board approve Policy 
200 as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2013-2014-067. 
 
Mr. Hylton asked what is the district’s obligation for Kindergarten and PreK.  His questioned focused 
on whether or not there is a limit on how many students can enroll in the programs. 
 
Dr. Sparagana stated that Kindergarten and PreK are not state mandated programs.  He confirmed 
that the district offers these programs and there is not a  limit.   He explained that  PreK numbers 
average around 150 students since the inception of PEAK.  The district has approximately 150 
students and approximately 450 at various sites in the community.    
 
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS (limited to Non-Consent Item) 
 

None.  
 
Upon roll call vote all members presented voted aye.  Ayes:  Nine.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Mrs. Zahora requested the Board picture be taken prior to the February 24 meeting.  The 
Superintendent’s office will send out a reminder email to all Board Members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

None.  
 
INFORMATION  
 

1. Monthly Meeting Notice: February 2014 
2. Joint Borough and School District meeting: February 25, 2014 
3. Elementary Renovation Project Pictures  
   
FEDERATION REMARKS 
 

Mr. Decker thanked everyone who attended the CSIU Institute conference in New York.   It was an 
excellent opportunity to work together and he looks forward to future opportunities.  
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ROUND TABLE  
 

Mr. Rodriguez – no comment. 
 
Mrs. Stilwell – no comment. 
 
Mrs. Weand – no comment. 
 
Mr. Williams thanked the Federation for the opportunity to participate in the conference. He thanked 
the educators for the job they do.   
 
Mr. Wausnock was glad for the opportunity to attend the conference.   It was cold in New York.  
 
Mr. Hylton – no comment. 
 
Mr. Kefer thanked Mr. Ecker for his commitment to the community.  He thanked Dr. Forrest for  
her efforts in implementing the early learning program that helps our students prepare for college.   
He is pleased to see the Pottstown School District nurture innovation. 
 
Mrs. Francis – no comment. 
 
Master Wise  - no comment. 
 
Master Corney is glad for the opportunity to be present at the Board meetings.  He is learning so 
much more about the school district.   He thanked Mr. Ecker for completing the work at the high 
school.   
 
Ms. Bacallao thanked Mr. Ecker for his service to the community.   
 
Dr. Sparagana extended his appreciation to Mr. Ecker for his efforts and commitment.  Dr. Sparagana 
was pleased to be part of the excellent leadership conference and looks forward to building upon our 
strong foundation.  He reminded the Board of the upcoming visit to Lebanon School District 
scheduled for February 6.  Dr. Sparagana announced the district will be receiving a check in the 
amount of $1,500 from the Martin Luther King offering taken by Council of Churches in support of 
our STEM program.   He spoke about his visit with the robotics students and was impressed with the 
students achievements in the competitions.  Dr. Sparagana invited the Board to attend the January 31st 
presentation at the high school on resiliency.   The presenter will be Dr. Gingsberg, a nationally 
publicized author, pediatrician at Children’s Hospital and professor of pediatrics at the University  
of Pennsylvania.  
 
 Mrs. Zahora is pleased with the amazing things happening in our district and expressed her 
appreciation to all who make these things happen in our community.   
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the Board adjourns.  None opposed.  
Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:58 pm.  

 
 
______________________ 
Linda S. Adams 
Board Secretary                                                          


